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Office of the Governor 
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This letter serves to express the strong support of the 27 Tribal Nation in Nevada for the 
State's request to the FCC for an LTE broadband waiver. 

The Inter - Tribal Emergency Response Commission (ITERC) is an emergency 
management organization representing the 27 Tribes In Nevada. The ITERC, a 
department within the Inter - Tribal Council of Nevada (lTCN) requested technical 
assistance from the Department of Homeland Security (OHS) Office of Emergency 
Communication (OEe), through its Interoperable Communication Technical Assistance 
Program (ICTAP), to conduct a preliminary engineering study of the 27 Tribes in Nevada. 
The study revealed significant and critical gaps attributed to lack of equipment, 
infrastructure and formal procedures. To address the technical gaps, further analysis 
defined a strategic direction and an estimated cost to upgrade Tribal public safety land 
mobile radio (LMR) communications to achieve operability and interoperability with 
State and local Public safety agency. 

The ITERC and ITCN agreed that any communication strategy must require 
Interoperabillty among the 27 Tribes. Although some of the Tribes are operable or 
interoperable with surrounding local agencies, they are not currently operable or 
interoperable with each other. Because of the locations and distance between the 
Tribes throughout the State of Nevada, the linking of systems become Increasingly 
challenging. 

For these reasons, merging with existing Nevada LMR public safety radio systems was 
ITERC's preferred options for the Tribes. The ITERC has therefore chosen to align its 
strategic direction and mission with the Nevada Shared Radio Systems (NSRS). This 
decision was based on the overall operability and interoperability requirements, the 
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strategic direction of the NSRS and the opportunity to participate in the evolution of the 
State's plan for lTE communications functionality; 

This decision was presented to the Homeland Security Commission of Nevada 
(Commission) coincide with the Commission's action on January 7, 2012 to 
communicate Its support for the grant of Nevada's Request for Waiver of certain FCC 
rules. Nevilda's waiver is essential to permit it to advance Its plans to construct a 700 
Mhz LTE network. The ITERC, on behalf of the 27 Tribes in Nevada strongly supports the 
State's request for its waiver and fervently encourages the FCC to Grant Nevada's 
request for its waiver. 

The NSRS has the largest statewide coverage area with 108 sites already installed and It 
is linked to the Washoe County and las Vegas systems. Therefore, it offers the best 
starting point for a statewide Tribal System while providing the greatest opportunity for 
interoperability. Granting Nevada's waiver to construct a LTE network also has mutual 
benefits as the addition of the Tribal LMR sites will also improve radio coverage for the 
State of Nevada public safety agencies, including the Nevada Highway Patrol (NHP), 
Nevada Department ofTransportation (NOOT) and other users. 

The safety, security and future success of the 27 Tribes are dependent upon their ability 
to communicate. Nevada's waiver must be immediately granted to support the shared 
vision of the State of Nevada and the 27 Tribal Nations within its borders. 

Sincerely yours, 

13~ .i\. 15.u.f 
Billy A. Bell 
President 

CC: 
Senator Majority Leader Harry Reid 
Senator Dean Heller 
Congressman Mark Amodei 
Congressman Joe Heck 
Congresswoman Shelley Berkly 
Honorable Governor Brian Sandoval, State of Nevada 


